World History: People and Places Syllabus

Central Academy, Mrs. Canada Snyder, Instructor

Course Overview:
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental consequences. Students also learn about the methods and tools geographers and historians use in their science and practice.

The course is divided into 7 units of study: nature of geography, population, cultural patterns, political organization, agricultural and rural land use, industrialization and economic development, cities and urban land use. Interwoven in these 7 units is a world history focus that complements the Iowa Core Curriculum.

Information about the AP Exam:

It is expected that you will take the AP Human Geography exam in May. The AP exam is 2 hours and 15 minutes in length. There are two sections with the first section consisting of 75 multiple choice questions in 60 minutes and the second section consisting of three essays in 75 minutes. Each section is worth 50% of your AP exam grade. Your AP exam grade in no way affects your grade in this class.

Course Materials:

Rubenstein, James M.  An Introduction to Human Geography.  9th ed.  Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008.
Diamond, Jared.  Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed.  Penguin Books, 2005.

Kuby, Michael, John Harner, and Patricia Gober.  Human Geography in Action.  4th ed.  New York: John Wiley, Inc., 2007.  (supplemental)
Rubenstein, James. M. Contemporary Human Geography. 1st ed. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2010.
Weekly Assignments:
-This course is very term heavy; you will need to define each bold term in each chapter. I suggest purchasing a spiral bound index card set. You will have WEEKLY quizzes over these terms.
-Summative key issue assignments will be due for each section in each chapter weekly.
Course Planner: **This syllabus is subject to change. The unit test dates are approximations; if anything, they will be pushed back rather than moved ahead. I would still suggest you write these dates in pencil in your planners.
I. The Nature of Geography (2 weeks) Unit Test 9/7
Chapter 1-Thinking Geographically


-defining geography


-history of geography


-characterizing and analyzing places and interconnections


-history of geography and its modern-day implications

II. Population  (5 weeks) Unit Test 10/7
Chapters 2-3: Population and Migration

-population and environment


-modules


-population densities, pyramids


-population movement: voluntary and involuntary, short-term, refugees (Darfur)

-migration patterns and why people migrate


-history of migration


-Case Studies: Sudan, China, India

III. Cultural Patterns and Processes  (8 weeks) Unit Test 11/22
Chapters 4-7: Folk/Pop Culture, Language, Religion, Ethnicity
-Concepts of culture

-ethnicities and differences, histories, why they live where they do

-Cultural differences
-Environmental impact of cultural attitudes and practices

-histories of religion and religious impact on groups

-Cultural landscapes and cultural identity

-political control by various ethnic groups

-Case Studies: Islam, US, Slovakia, Central Asia (Ukraine, Azerbaijian, Armenia and Turkey, George, former USSR)

-Ethnic cleansing: Sudan and Armenia

-culture project

IV. Political Organization  (4 weeks) Unit Test probably incorporated into semester 1 test
Chapter 8: Political Geography
-what defines political geography: state, nation-state, sovereignty, multi-ethnic states, multi-national states, imperialism, nationalism, colonialism

-Territorial dimensions of politics

-Evolution of contemporary political patterns
-Challenges to inherited political-territorial arrangements

-Case Studies: Scramble for Africa, India and Pakistan, former Soviet republics

V. Agricultural and Rural Land Use  (3 weeks) Unit Test 2/3
Chapter 9-10: Development, Agriculture
-Development and diffusion of agriculture

-Major agricultural production regions

-Rural land use and change

-Impacts of modern agricultural change

-history of land contracts, usage and rights

-Case Study: China, Australia

VI. Industrialization and Economic Development  (4 weeks) Unit Test 3/2
Chapters 11-12: Industry and Services
-Character of industrialization

-Contemporary global patterns of industrialization

-Impacts of industrialization

-promoting economic development

-stages of industrialization and development through history

-Case Study: China, South Africa, Brazil

VII. Cities and Urban Land Use and Resources (4 weeks) Unit Test 3/30 and 4/13
Chapter 13-14
-Origin and evolution of cities in history
-Models of Urban Development

-Functional character of contemporary cities

-Built environment and social space

-Responses to urban growth
VIII. Exam Review Test on Friday, May 11, 2012 8:00AM
