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Part B,

Study the following readings in preparation for a discussion about motives of the Founding
Fathers in writing the Constitution,

The Progressive point of view was most ably expressed in Charles A. Beard's
book, An Economite Interpretation of the Constitution, published in 1913,
Although other scholars—historians like Richard Hildreth and John Marshalt
and political scientists like J, Allen Smith—had taken an economie approach
to the Constitution, none had been able to demonstrate as tonvincingly as
Beard that the document might be hest interpreted In economie terms. The
key to Beard's pathbreaking study was a person-by-person examination of
the economic holdings and status of the framers of the Constitution. Using
the Treasury Records, Beard was able to show that most of these men held
public securities—a form of personal property which would obviously in-
crease in value if a new Constitution were written to strengthen the gov-
ernment and improve the credit standing of the country. His research
showed also that these men had heavy investments in three other kinds
of personal property. Beard's findings ied him to conclude, “The movement
for the Constitution of the United States was originated and carried through
principally by four groups of personalty interests which had been adversely
affected under the Articles of Confederation: money, public securities, mamy-
factures, and trade and shipping.” His implication was tlear: the framers
had designed the Constitution to safeguard the kind of property in which
they had a pocketbook interest. .

If the lower class represented a majority of the population, how could
personal properiyholders who were a minority control the Constitutional
Convention? Beard’s answer to this question rested mainly upon his inter-
pretation of the property qualifications for voting. Most small farmers and
workingmen, according to him, were in debt or owned so little property that
they could net qualify for voting rights, “A large propertyless mass was,
under the prevailing suffrage qualifications, excluded at the outset from
participation . . . In the work of framing the Constitution.” Thus Beard
viewed the Constitution as an undemocratic document foisted upon the
majority of the American people by a propertied minority.

When it came to ratifying the Constitution, the “propertyless masses,”
according to Beard, were excluded once agatn from political Participation.
Only one-fourth of the adult white men in the nation voted on the question
of ratification, because the rest were etther disfranchised or disinterested,
The total number voling in favor of the Constitution came to no more than
one-sixth of the adult white males. Those who supported ratification on the
state level, Beard wrote, had precisely the same economic Interests as the
framers of the document. In his eyes the voting on ratification, like the
framing of the Constitution Itself, gave clear evidence of a class conflict: the
struggle pitted men with substantial personal property on the one hand
agalnst small farmers and debtors on the other.,

Gerald N. Grob and George A. Biliias, eds., Irterpretations of American History,
Vol. 1, 3rd ed. (New York: Free Press, 1978}, 150-151,
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There 1s _]ittle. doubt that the Ant-federalists would have won.a Gallup poll
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In this situation, however, the Federalists were the realists. They had
learned from experlence that the natural rights philosophy, taken straight,
would go to a nation’s head and make it totter or fall. . . . -

Federalists belleved that the slogans of 1776 were outmoded; that America
needed integration, not state rights; that the tmmediate peril was not
tyranny, but disorder or dissclution; that certain political processes, such
as ‘war, forelgn affairs, and commerce, were national by nature; that the
rlght to tax was essential to any government; and that powers wrested from
king and parliament should not be divided ameng thirteen states, if the
American government was to have any influence in the world.

Samuel B, Morison and Henry S. Corpmagey, The Growth of the American Republic,
5th ed [New York: Oxford Univ., 1862}, I, 290}

! Quoted from Bernard Feder, ed. Viewpoints: USA (New York: American Book Company, 1967}, 62.
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